
North Shore United Methodist Church                                                                                                     May 2017 

 

1 
 

 
As I finish up my seminary career I have been able to 

reflect on all that I have learned over the last three 
years and all I will hopefully come to learn in my 
future ministry. There is one thought that sticks out 
from the rest: My relationship with God. This 
thought seems like it would be a simple one to think 
about – that it is a no-brainer. Yet, as I learn about 
scripture, church life, and theology, keeping up with 
my relationship with God is no easy task.  

The other night I was reading a small reflection as a 
part of my nightly devotional practice. The author, Carlo Carretto, brought up the topic of 
relationships and how we as humans develop them. He reminds readers that we do not form 
relationships with friends or family by reading about them or by looking at pictures of them. 
Rather, we build relationships through conversation and experience. We build relationships with 
people when we are in fellowship with them. The same can be said for our relationship with 
God. Here is an excerpt from Carretto’s writings: 

But pretending to know the other just by studying him in books or photographs 
means remaining outside real knowledge, real mystery. Today, many persons who 
seek or study God do just that. They study him in books, make him an object of 
speculation, approach him from intellectual curiosity. With what result? The more 
we study, the more our ideas become confused; the more we get caught up in 
discussions, the farther we go from him. –The God Who Comes 

Carlo Carretto’s solution to this crisis is prayer. We try to come up with our own solutions and 
conclusions when God is the one who has the answers. God is the only one able to reveal truth to 
us. Are we listening? Are we asking or searching for revelation? Or, do we think we can figure it 
out on our own? 

Though I as a seminary student have studied in books and class discussions about God and many 
things related to God, I still find conversations with and experiences of God to be the most 
fulfilling in my spiritual life. Sometimes it is difficult to push past what I have read as much of it 
challenges and inspires my personal beliefs. Yet, I believe my core theology is based on what 
God has revealed to me through scripture, experience, reason, and tradition, not through 
textbooks and pictures.  

Being educated is important, but don’t let the task of knowledge blur your relationship with the 
Creator and source of life. Look to God for love, guidance, and friendship.  

Blessings,                                                                                                           Valerie 
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2017 RUMMAGE SALE 

 
 

Saturday, May 6, 2017 
 

8 AM to 1 PM 
 

Join fellow members in the largest fundraiser of the 
year, where you can find numerous bargains of slightly 

used items. Bring a friend and have fun! 
  

Final Dinner/Movie Night (before the summer break) 

The Fellowship Committee presents  

Academy Award Winner 

“Hidden Figures” 

May 19,2017 

6:30 p.m. 
 

(𝒙𝒙 + 𝒂𝒂)𝒏𝒏 = ��
𝒏𝒏
𝒌𝒌
�𝒙𝒙𝒌𝒌𝒂𝒂𝒏𝒏−𝒌𝒌

𝒏𝒏

𝒌𝒌=𝟎𝟎

 



North Shore United Methodist Church                                                                                                     May 2017 

 

3 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 3 - Katrina Abuls 
 7 - Mo Cimbalo, 

Thomas Henricksen 
 8 - Grace Cavanagh 
17 - Ashley Boyd 
18 - Pete Olson 
20 - Cherie Abuls 
21 - Laura Javore 
22 - Christina Cohen 
28 - Ed Goodale,  

William Kemp 
29 - Sarah Henricksen 
 

 

  

 

~ Looking Ahead at NSUMC ~ 
 

Monday, May 1, 2017 
Rummage Set-Up Week 

 
Saturday, May 6, 2017 

8:00 am – 1:00 pm ~ Rummage Sale 
 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 
9:00 am ~ Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service 
11:15 am ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 
Sunday, May 14, 2017 

9:00 am ~ Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:15 am ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 
Friday, May 19, 2017 

6:30 pm ~ Dinner & Movie Night 
“Hidden Figures” 

 
Saturday, May 20, 2017 

9:00 am ~ Trustee Meeting 
10:00 am ~ Church Council Meeting 

 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 

9:00 am ~ Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 am Worship Service 

11:15 am ~ Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, May 28, 2017 
9:00 am ~ Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:15 am ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 
Monday, May 29, 2017 

Memorial Day – Office Closed 
• 

 

OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 
 

♦ Prayers for all those who grieve the loss 
of loved ones. 

♦ Ed Kemp and family. 
♦ Linda Fetzer. 
♦ Stuart Phillips, who is at The Arden in 

Northbrook. 
♦ For all those in need of healing. 
♦ For those who are unemployed and 

searching for meaningful work. 
♦ For an end to gun violence in our cities. 
♦ For the Refugees of the Middle East. 
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Get Reaquanted with …By Ellen Paseltiner 
 

 
Valerie Hummel LaBounty has served as our intern from Garrett 
Evangelical Seminary since September 2015.  She will be graduating from 
Garrett on May 12 and returning to her native South Dakota in June, with 
her husband Seth.  In the state capital city, Pierre, Valerie will serve as the 
pastor at Southeast Pierre United Methodist Church.  This church is a 
mission-church, first established by the church where her husband will 
serve as the discipleship pastor; Pierre First United Methodist Church -
these two churches are no longer connected.  Valerie’s challenge will be to 
find ways to help the mission-church grow.  It currently has a 
congregation of about thirty people, and has not had a minister for nine 
months.  The mission-church is located in an impoverished area of the 

city.  Valerie and Seth will move into the parsonage at the Pierre First UMC. 
 
Valerie grew up in Yankton, South Dakota, a town of about 14,000 inhabitants on the Missouri River in 
the southeast part of the state.  She was born in Sioux City, Iowa.  She attended Yankton First United 
Methodist Church as a girl.  The church had about 250 people attending on Sundays with two services.  
Valerie went to Sunday school at 9:15 and would sometimes attend the 10:30 church service.   
 
Her father was Methodist and her mother was Covenant, but started attending the Methodist church.  
When she was in elementary school, Valerie remembers going to a program on Wednesday nights called 
Bible Zone.  They would memorize scripture, get a treat and stickers and have dinner.  Her confirmation 
class was a two-year program in middle school.  There were fifteen to twenty pupils in her class.  In high 
school, she was not particularly drawn to the church school classes, but she “stuck with it”.  Valerie 
enjoyed church camp every summer.  In elementary and high school, she went to Lake Poinsett Camp in 
eastern South Dakota, and in middle school she went to Storm Mountain Camp in the Black Hills.  In 
college, she worked for three summers at Wesley Acres Camp in North Dakota helping to staff the 
kitchen and also serving as a life guard for swimming.  
 
Valerie went on to college at Dakota Wesleyan University in Mitchell, South Dakota.  There; she met her 
future husband, Seth LaBounty.  They participated in a mission trip with a group to Peru and starting 
dating.  Seth was a senior and Valerie was a freshman at the time.  Seth graduated and attended Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Kentucky.  He graduated from seminary in 2015 while Valerie was a first year 
student at Garrett.  Valerie chose Garrett because she found it very welcoming, it offered some 
independence for her and she was drawn to the program of theological formation that was offered.  She 
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and Seth were married and Seth moved to Evanston to join Valerie.  He received an assignment to a 
church in Union Grove, Wisconsin.   
 
As a seminary student, Valerie sought a position through the Field Education office with a church where 
she could learn the basics of serving as a pastor including worship, administrative meetings, small group 
discussions and outreach.  She interviewed with Pastor Glenna in the winter of 2015 and was offered the 
position with North Shore United Methodist Church.  We have been lucky to have Valerie for two years 
as our intern which has given her an in-depth experience with our church and a chance for our members 
to get to know her better.  Valerie appreciates how supportive everyone has been for her during this time 

and how much we have cared about her growth as a pastor in training.  We all wish Valerie and her 
husband Seth the best of luck and blessings as they embark on their new careers in Pierre, South Dakota!  

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF 
Senior Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rev. Glenna Olumstad 
Youth/Children Ministries. . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Dr. Barbara Javore 
Field Education Intern . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  Valerie Hummel LaBounty 
Choir Director. . . . . . . .  Dr. Alan Wellman 
Organist. . . . . . . . . . . .   Tomoko Shibuya 
Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . .  Peggy Bucklin 
Custodian . . . . . ..  . . . .  Rick Short 
Nursery Attendant . . . .  Leah Berns 
Chimes Editor. . . . . . . . Carlos Figueredo  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Church Chimes 

May 2017 

Place label here 
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SUMMER BREAK FOR THE CHIMES 

FOR APPROXIMATELY TEN YEARS, THE NORTH SHORE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER - THE CHURCH CHIMES - HAS BEEN PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

UNINTERRUPTEDLY THROUGHOUT ALL TWELVE MONTHS OF THE YEAR.  THIS WILL 

NOT BE THE CASE IN 2017.   DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS (JUNE, JULY, 

AUGUST) THERE WILL BE A SHORT BREAK IN PUBLICATION  

 

 


