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“For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every purpose under heaven.” 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of North Shore United Methodist Church: 
 
Five years ago, I was appointed as your Pastor. When Marty and I arrived in Glencoe, 
we were greeted and welcomed enthusiastically. We entered a congregation that 
shared a mutual passion for ministry. Together we worked to provide a safe and 
nurturing environment for Garrett Evangelical Seminary students as they practiced 
and lived into their call to ministry. Together we served those who where less 

fortunate by providing shelter for children and adults in Family Promise and providing meals at A Just Harvest. 
Together we have given from our abundance as we supported the mission and ministry of Dr. Sam Kormoi in 
Sierra Leone. Together we became a Reconciling Congregation, ensuring a safe and welcoming place of 
worship for all persons. It has been a privilege to serve with you in these vital ministries and many others.  
 
Now, I am being called to serve in a new role. I will be entering into retirement effective July 1st as I begin to 
spend more time caring for family and sharing my life with Marty, who retired in June of 2017. This was not a 
sudden decision, for it only came about after an intentional period of discernment and prayer. Marty and I 
both agree that this is the right time to move into the next chapter of our lives. 
 
During this period of transition, be assured that our District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Zaki L. Zaki and the 
members of the Staff Parish Relations Committee will work to ensure that this congregation moves confidently 
into the future and our mission and ministry continues without interruption.  
 
Our remaining six months together will be busy ones as we engage in additional biblical studies, enter into the 
Lenten season concluding with the celebration of Easter, and continue in mentoring our seminarian, Jessica 
George.  It will also provide time for us to say our goodbyes as well as celebrate the ministries we shared as a 
faith community.  
 
It has been a joy to serve as your pastor and I look forward to where God will be leading you in the months 
and years to come. For now, let me close with these words from the prophet Jeremiah:  
 
“I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for peace, not disaster, to give you a 
future filled with hope.” 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Glenna L. Olumstad 
January 7, 2018 
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**** 
 

COURSE WILL BE TAUGHT BY: 
 

Audrey Gordon, member of Congregation Hakafa  
Mary Ann Spina, retired Associate Pastoral at Holy Cross Catholic Church in Deerfield. 
 

************ 
 

CLASSES HELD IN THE CHURCH BUILDING,  
THURSDAYS :  11:00 AM – 12:30 PM  
 FEBRUARY 22, MARCH 8, 15, 22, 29, 

& APRIL 5,12, 19. 
 
 

 
 
 

(North Shore United Methodist Church and Congregation Hakafa are co-sponsoring this course.) 
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Everyone enjoys a cup of warm coffee and some sweets after morning service, as well 
as a beautifully set altar to look at. However, these things don't happen without your 
help.  Please consider volunteering for any of the above-mentioned opportunities by 
putting you name on the sign-up sheets found in the narthex. The smooth running of 
Sunday-morning services is highly dependent on members of the congregation.  

 

. 
Super Bowl LII will be held at U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis and as is customary for the 

North Shore United Methodist Church a viewing party will be given in Barbee Hall. 

Plan to join other members. Come enjoy the football game, the food, and the company. 

 

 

 

The next few months are crucial times for the North Shore United Methodist Church. 

An insert outlining the various lay committees, and the names of those who have devoted 

themselves to the work of the committee, is found in this month's "The Church Chimes." It 

is imperative that you read it and take notice if your name should appear in any of the 

committees. More than ever these volunteer positions are of primary importance, due to 

the events occurring in the life of the church (retirement of senior pastor, appointment of a 

new pastor in July, and the illness of the deacon) 

As a reminder, the Church Council meets on a monthly basis to discuss vital issues 

concerning the North Shore United Methodist Church. As a member of the church, you 

have access to sit and listen in these meetings. You may make your opinion known by 

contacting the chairperson of any one of the listed committees in the insert via e-mail. 

It is hoped you will consider the importance these lay groups have in the successful running of the 

North Shore United Methodist Church and will act accordingly. 
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Condolences on the passing of  

Robert C. Javore 
January 10, 2018 

Deepest sympathies to son Scott, as 

well as to all other members of the 

Javore family. 

OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 
 

 Prayers for Rev. Dr. Barbara Javore and her entire family. 

 Prayers for the Javore family on the loss of Robert Javore (Scott's father). 

 Prayers for all those affected by violent acts and natural disasters. 

 Continue donations to UMCOR: U.S. Disaster_Response #901670. 

 Helen Moy 

 Prayers for those grieving the loss of a loved one. 

 Linda Fetzer. 

 Stuart Phillips, who is at The Arden in Northbrook. 

 For all those in need of healing. 

 For those who are unemployed and searching for meaningful work. 

 For an end to gun violence and terrorist acts in our communities. 

 For all Refugees and those seeking Asylum. 

 
 

 



5 
 

 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Is a 

Sunday, February 4, 2018 
10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

 
Sunday, February 11, 2018 
10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

 
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

9:00 am – 11:00 am ~ Imposition of Ashes available 
 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 
Trustees Meeting – Time TBD 

Church Council Meeting – Time TBD 
 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 
10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

 
Wednesday, February 21, 2018 

6:30 – 8:30 pm ~ Lenten Study, “What Wondrous Love” 
 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 
11:00am – 12:30 pm ~ Combined Class with Hakafa 

“Judaism & the Origins of Christianity in the 1st Century” 
 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 
10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

Jessie George, preaching 
 

Wednesday, February 28, 2018 
6:30 – 8:30 pm ~ Lenten Study, “What Wondrous Love” 

2 – Robert Compher  4 – Walter Calhoun, Linda Fetzer  9 – Isidro Ibarra 

14 – David Harwich   18 – Todd Kemp, Jake Moskow  24 – Robert Abuls 

25 – Vicki Martin
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Saint Valentine’s Day is one of the most popular holidays the world over. But have you ever 
stopped to wonder who this saint was and what we know about him. Much of the available 
information cannot be labeled as “definitive.” According to the author of Chaucer and the Cult 
of St. Valentine, numerous Christian martyrs during the early years of Roman rule were 
named Valentine – as late as 1969, the official Roman Catholic calendar of saints contained as 
many as 11 different Valentine’s Day (Pope Paul VI removed these dates from the calendar).  
The most probable story comes from writings found next to a 15th century portrait of a 
Christian priest named Valentine, living in Rome at the time of Emperor Claudius II (3rd 
century). The story details that Valentine was imprisoned by the Emperor for marrying young 
couples in spite of the Emperor’s decree prohibiting young men to marry. As a result of this 
disobedience, Valentine was beaten and stoned, finally being beheaded as he would not die 
from the severe punishment. These horrific acts happening on February 14, AD 170. 
 
Lupercalia Festival:  In early Rome, in mid-February (13th to 15th), the pagan Lupercalia festival 
was celebrated to avert evil spirits and to purify the city; consequently, releasing health and 
fertility among its citizens. The festival began by sacrificing a “goat” (which signified fertility) 
and then a dog (to signify purification), the young men would then slice the goat’s skin into 
thin strips, which  later that day are used to gently slap the young maidens, thus “bringing” 
them great fertility. Additionally, the women would place their names in an urn, from which 
the bachelor men would choose to pair for a year – many of these pairings ended in marriages.  
The festival of fertility and purification was eventually replaced by Pope Gelasius I with the 
festival celebrating the purification of the Virgin Mary. in AD 498, he also officially declared 
February 14 as Valentine’s Day. (The early “lottery system” for romantic pairing was deemed 
unchristian and was outlawed forever. And even though it is a common opinion that the 
Christian church decided to celebrate the feast of St. Valentine in the middle of February as a 
way to “Christianize” the early pagan festival easy, no connection between Lupercalia and the 
feast of St. Valentine can truly be traced. Furthermore, no factual connection between 
Valentine’s Day and romantic love existed until the Renaissance, when an incorrect 
interpretation of Chaucer’s birds in his famous poems The Parliament of Foules, from around 
1382, appeared. Experts believe in reality the poem was written to honor the first anniversary 
of the engagement of King Richard II to Anne of Bohemia on May 2 1381.  (Jack Oruch; Prof. at 
the, University of Kansas). 

 
The first “Valentine” in history, also a poem, is still in existence and is housed in the British 
Library in London. It was written by the Duke of Orleans (Charles) to his wife, during his  
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imprisonment at the Tower of London after the battle of Agincourt. Several years later, King 
Henry V of England hired writer, John Lydegate, to compose a Valentine note for his wife, 
Catherine of Valois. But the strongest of all indications of the romantic nature of Valentine’s 
Day during the age of the Renaissance can be seen in Shakespeare’s Hamlet, where Ophelia is 
given the following words: “To–morrow is St. Valentine’s Day, all in the morning betime, and 
I a maid at your window, to be your Valentine. Then up he rose, and donn’d his clothes, and 
dupp’d the chaimber-door; Let in the maid, that out a maid, never departed more.” (Hamlet, 
Act IV, scene 5). 
 
Handwritten Valentine notes became rather common in England, especially in the 19th 
century. Esther Holland of Worcester, MA, received one of these notes in 1847. Esther was 
inspired to produce and sell these notes in embossed paper – her father was the owner of the 
book and stationery store in town. The public reaction was tremendously positive. In a year, a 
writer in Graham’s American Monthly wrote the following: “St. Valentine’s Day . . . has 
become a national holiday.” This was the dawn of the mass-produced card in the United 
States. 
 
Even though, the origins of the St. Valentine’s Day may be murky and confusing at best, and 
the validity and accuracy of events surrounding it difficult to prove, the ideal the day 
represents is easy to grasp and is one of the strongest pillars upon which Humanity has been 
built and flourished throughout the ages – LOVE.  
 
 

 

Continued from previous page 
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NORTH SHORE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
213 Hazel Avenue 
Glencoe Illinois 60022 
northshoreumc@sbcglobal.net     
   

                                                                  

A Reconciling Congregation       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF 

Senior Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rev. Glenna Olumstad 

Youth/Children Ministries. . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Dr. Barbara Javore 

Field Education Intern . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Jessie George 

Choir Director. . . . . . . . Andrew Moore 

Organist. . . . . . . . . . . .   Tomoko Shibuya 

Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . .  Peggy Bucklin 

Custodian . . . . . ..  . . . .  Rick Short 

Nursery Attendant . . . .  Joe Berns 

Chimes Editor. . . . . . . . Carlos Figueredo  

Place label here 

The Church Chimes is a monthly publication of the congregation 

of the North Shore United Methodist Church in Glencoe, Illinois. 

The deadline for articles for the March issue of this publication is 

February 20, 20 18. 

Submit your article to Carlos.Figueredo@sbcglobal.net 


